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Pursuant to Article IX of the White Plains Teachers Association By-Laws, the following are the procedures to be used in the election of Officers:

1. Active members in good standing who wish to run for election to any office of the Association must submit to the Board of Elections a petition signed by 25 members in good standing no later than April 15. A member’s signature is invalid if it appears on more than one petition for the same office.  

Any active member in good standing who wishes to run for building representative must submit his/her name to the head building rep no later than April 15.

2. The Board of Elections shall post in each building a list of the certified candidates no later than May 1.

3. The officers shall be elected by secret ballot between May 15 and May 25. The Board of Elections and the Association in consultation with the School District shall select the election date and time, and the location of the balloting within each building.  This day shall be a day when there are no pull outs for district activities.  The times for voting shall include accommodations for those who, irrespective of the above requirement, have been pulled out for district activities and for those who have staggered schedules.  The times  should include before and after school as well as all lunch times in the building.

No voting shall take place on any day other than the scheduled election day or at any time other than the building’s scheduled voting hours or at any place other than the designated polling place.

Active members in good standing who are not at work on the day of the election may come into the designated polling place at the designated hours to cast their ballots, but there will be no absentee balloting. 

4. The Association Office Manager shall generate a voter eligibility list organized by building. Only those active Association members in good standing will be eligible to vote. 

5. The Board of Elections shall design a standardized ballot for the election.

6. The most senior Association Representative in each building who is not running for office shall be given the list of members eligible to vote in his/her building by the Association secretary.

7. The Board of Elections shall provide the most senior Association Building Representative who is not running for office a standardized, sealed ballot box with a slit for insertion of voted ballots.

8. The most senior Association Representative who is not running for office shall be responsible for the voting process in his/her building.  Should there be no such person, the head rep shall solicit volunteers from the general membership in the building.  Should there be no volunteers, the election committee shall appoint a person to be responsible for the voting process in that building.  If necessary, the Association will provide one person for class coverage in the White Plains High School and one person in Highlands.

9. There shall be no campaigning at the voting sites.

10. Eligible voters will be provided a private space for in person completion of the ballot.

11. Active members shall vote in person, shall sign their name on the eligibility list, complete their ballot and place the completed ballot in the ballot box.

12. Members who present themselves to vote, but are not on the eligibility list, shall have their completed ballot received and impounded by the Association Representative separate and apart from the unchallenged ballots cast, and such disputed ballots shall be delivered in a sealed envelope to the Board of Elections.

13. Upon the expiration of the time allotted for voting, senior building representative not running for office shall immediately and directly deliver the sealed ballot box to the Board of Elections at the Association’s offices.

14. The votes cast shall be counted and tabulated by the Board of Elections at the Association’s offices. The count may be witnessed by the candidates and Association members to the extent that space will allow and provided that their presence does not interfere with the efficient tabulation of the vote by the Board of Elections.  Every effort should be made to get one witness from Highlands and one witness from the high school.

15. In the event that the number of impounded ballots could affect the results of an election, the Board of Elections shall determine the voter’s eligibility. If it is determined that the voter was eligible to vote, that member’s vote will be opened and counted.

16. Upon completion of the vote tabulation, the Board of Elections shall certify the results (list of winning candidates, acceptance or rejection of constitution or contract), and the results shall be sent at once to the Association president and the head reps of the buildings.  The building results of the vote tabulation for reps (number of votes cast for each candidate) shall be sent through interoffice mail to the head rep in each building. The building results of the vote tabulation for constitution or contract shall be posted on the Association web site.  

17. The tabulated ballots shall be placed in separate envelopes for each voting site and with the signed eligibility list sealed therein. The Association shall be the custodian of the tabulated ballots and signed eligibility lists for so long as the Board of Elections shall determine.

18. In the event of a tie, a revote will be arranged as soon as possible.

19. If there is a request for a recount, a recount will be arranged as soon as possible.

